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In the recent past only Hurricane Agnes
in 1972 surpassed the widespread
destruction of Ivan over the third
weekend of September.  From both
the private and public sectors, food
programs responded during this time
of need.

In Harrisburg the same building that
houses the Ecumenical Food Pantry
became a shelter for flood displaced
residents.  The Central Pennsylvania
Food Bank stretched to distribute
additional food at home while also
sending a truckload of juices and
granola bars to hard-hit Floridians.

Jennifer Canada, Director of the
Fayette County Food Bank, whose own
family’s residence was damaged by
the flood, spoke of seeing an
unaffected family of five order 600
hoagies to share with their less
fortunate neighbors. Canada spoke
with cracking voice, “To see the
community coming together like this,
the community outpouring, it was
overwhelming.”

Calvary Bible Church Food Pantry in
Lewistown lost some of its food
supply. Bob Partchey described a
flooded basement that ruined boxes
of food ready for distribution later

The Pine Creek near Pittsburgh swelled
over its banks and inundated the
communities of Glenshaw and Etna.
Local restaurants, including T.G.I.
Friday’s, Monticello’s and Olive
Garden, responded with truckloads of
food for flood- ravaged families. And
retail giants K-Mart and Walmart came
through with $300 coupons to help
affected families get the essentials
that would carry them through their
immediate difficulties.

The Food Stamp Program (FSP), our
nation’s first line of defense against
hunger, includes special disaster
provisions that went into effect in
designated areas of the State.
Enrolled participants who lost food
because of the storm qualified for
replacement benefits; those who

Food Programs Respond to Flood Losses
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According to a Labor Day report issued by the Keystone Research Center (KRC),
the inflation-adjusted median hourly wage in Pennsylvania during 2003 was
$13.59, down 4 cents per hour from 2002.  Female workers as a group beat the
overall average as their hourly rate increased from $12.10 to $12.16 an hour.
But among male workers hourly wages dropped to $15.21, down from $15.34
in 2002 and $15.67 in 2001, and only those with at least a college degree saw
an increase in pay.

Low-wage workers – those who earn more than 10 percent but less than 90
percent of workers - saw their wages fall to $7.07 an hour, down two cents from
2002.

KRC attributes the poor wage report to the slow economic recovery.  Compared
to March 2001 when the recession started, in July Pennsylvania had 1.4 percent
fewer jobs but a working age population that had grown by 1.7 percent.  These
two trends left the State 181,000 jobs short of where it had been when the
recession started.  The loss is particularly severe in manufacturing where

Wages Decline in PA

that day.  He credits hard-working
volunteers for cleaning up, “On
Saturday the volunteers came in and
cleaned up everything and got more
boxes ready.” The distribution
happened the following Monday.
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Having met four times in four months,
the Inter-Agency Council on Food and
Nutrition is now ready to begin
interacting with private stakeholders.
The first meeting with the enlarged
group is scheduled for November 9th at
the PA Department of Agriculture
office in Harrisburg.

Reconstituted by the Governor’s Policy
Director, Donna Cooper, and led by the
Agriculture Deputy Secretary Cheryl
Cook, the Council brings together
senior staff and policy specialists from
the six state agencies that administer
food and nutrition programs: Aging,
Agriculture, Community and Economic
Development, Education, Health, and
Public Welfare.  To date the Council has
focused on goal setting, the
preparation of a strategic plan and the
identification of common
programmatic concerns.  After adding
private sector stakeholders to the mix,
the Council will begin to focus on gaps
in the food security safety net, barriers
to full utilization of available federal
programs, and the development of
policy recommendations for the 2006-
07 budget.

The Council also will need to address
administrative concerns.  To date the
Rendell Administration has not
provided staff or other resources that
would enable the Council to
succeed in its task of ending hunger
and improving food security in
Pennsylvania.  Addressing this gap in
coming months is a necessary next
step in empowering the Council for
effective planning.

According to an August Census
report, the number of people living
in extreme poverty – those with
incomes below half of the poverty
line – has jumped sharply to the
highest level on record.  Among
children, the increase from 2000 to
2003 was 21 percent.   Yet
according to the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services,
during that same 3-year period the
number of people receiving TANF
cash assistance fell by 9 percent.

The health and well-being of
children living at below half the
poverty line is a grave concern
because they are at such high risk
of health problems and educational
failure.  Everyone wants their
numbers to decrease.  And during
tough economic times, the TANF
Program is supposed to help in this
regard by providing a measure of
stability until the very poor can
again begin moving back toward
self-sufficiency.  Obviously, on the
national level, that did not happen
from 2000 – 2003.

Here in Pennsylvania, the number
of persons supported by TANF fell
from about 240,000 in 2000 to
about 235,000 in 2003.  This
decline (2 percent) is somewhat
better than the national average.
Nevertheless it reflects the same
fundamental problem:  the last line
of defense – TANF – is increasingly
unavailable to the most needy.  For
the sake of the children, this is not
how we want the system to work.

TANF Reform Failing
Poorest Families

Inter-Agency Council on
Food and Nutrition

November - 8, 9, 10, 15, 16**, 17**, 22, 23,
24*, 29*, and 30*

PA Legislative Session Calendar

House only *        Senate only **

Senator Arlen Specter continues to go
to bat for the Nutrition Education
Program (NEP).  During September he
added a paragraph to the Senate
Agriculture Appropriations Report
encouraging the USDA to continue
supporting the existing NEP in
Pennsylvania’s food pantries and
shelters.  By letter dated September
29th, Specter asked USDA Secretary
Venneman to indicate whether the
language in the Report is sufficient to
allow the USDA to continue
reimbursing for the cost of food when
that food is appropriately integrated
with other nutrition education
activities.

The effort to make the Food Stamp
Program more accessible to the
working poor is making progress.  In
May 90,595 households with earnings
and not on welfare received food
stamps, up from 62,892 in May 2003.
This increase (44 percent) far exceeded
the overall caseload increase over that
time period (14 percent).  During the
fiscal year that ended June 30th,
Pennsylvanians received $900 million
in food stamp benefits to help pay the
grocery bill.

The official unemployment rate
measures the number of individuals
who are actively looking for work.  It
does not include those who are
discouraged by failure and have stopped
looking.  Nor does it include those
unable to work or those who don’t
want or need a job. Overall, as of June
just over 62 percent of American adults
had jobs.  That’s down from 64.5
percent four years ago.

Updates
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Director’s Column
After my pastor finishes
delivering his weekly sermon,
I’m occasionally inclined to
say, “You left out the most
important part!”

I thought of that recently as I read A Blueprint
to End Hunger, a document circulating among
many anti-hunger agencies.  It maps out a
strategy to address hunger throughout the
United States.  Thirteen national groups,
including America’s Second Harvest, FRAC,
Share Our Strength, MAZON, and Bread for the
World, prepared this document.  It
recommends nine specific actions to our
federal government and five to state and local
governments.  Nowhere in these fourteen
recommendations is any mention of the
minimum wage or refundable tax credits.

This is astonishing.  If we are serious about
preventing hunger, we must tackle the
problem of low-paying jobs.  We must find our
way back to the point where a full-time job
provides enough income to buy the
groceries.  That means raising the minimum
wage and/or expanding refundable tax credits.

Leaders of both political parties once
understood this (Presidents Nixon, Reagan
and Clinton come to mind), but we currently
are divided.  That is, many politicians –
particularly on the Republican side of the aisle –
oppose raising the minimum wage and
oppose expanding refundable tax credits.  Their
opposition is a big reason the U.S. is falling
badly behind its goal of reducing food
insecurity to 6 percent by 2010.

When my pastor leaves out something really
important, I’m left to wonder.  Did he run out
of time?  Are his beliefs different than mine?  Is
someone in the congregation twisting his arm?
Rather than carry these nagging questions
into my week, I usually ask.  So that’s what I
plan to do: ask the national organizations why
the minimum wage and refundable tax credits
failed to make it into the Blueprint.  In a future
issue, I’ll let you know the answer.

This is the time of year when state agencies prepare budget
requests for the fiscal year that begins next July.  Hunger Action has
submitted the following recommendations.

· $2.5 million for the Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, an
increase of $500,000.  This would enable the Department of
Agriculture to serve all of the low-income seniors who are
requesting help.

· $550,000 for Food Stamp Program outreach grants, an
increase of $100,000.  This would enable the Department of
Public Welfare to include more low-participation counties in
its outreach plan.

· $400,000 for Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) start-up
grants.  This would enable the Department of Education to spur
the success of the new, 2-year federal SFSP pilot in rural
Pennsylvania.

· $18.5 million for the State Food Purchase Program, an increase
of $1.0 million.  This would enable the Department of
Agriculture to increase by 6 percent the grants it makes to
counties to buy food for emergency pantries and kitchens.

Hunger Action also supports an increase in the reimbursement
rates for school breakfast and lunch to 11 cents.  This has an
estimated cost of $2.5 million. Currently the State pays 10 cents
per breakfast and - depending on a school’s practice in regard to
breakfast - 10, 12 or 14 cents per lunch.  Legislation introduced in
the General Assembly by Senator James Rhoades (R-Schuylkill) and
Rep. Sue Cornell (R-Montgomery) would raise the breakfast rate to
11 cents and the minimum lunch rate to 12 cents.

2005-06  Budget  Prep  Underway

“In addition to all the wonderful things you do to help hungry
people, I hope you all become political activists.  Not for a political
party and not for a candidate but for a cause and for a way of life.
. . .  Every time you help an individual or a family, give them a voter
registration card and ask them to fill it out.  If the people in need
in America would stand up and be counted, that would change so
many elections.”

Governor Edward G. Rendell speaking April 17, 2003 at a
reception honoring Pennsylvania’s Anti-Hunger Leaders.
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The new federal fiscal year began October 1 without a budget for
most of the federal government.  Until December – or perhaps
February – federal food programs will operate under an extension
of last year’s budget.  On September 29th the Congress once again
kept the TANF program alive, this time with a 6-month extension.
It was a “clean” extension, meaning no new provisions were added
to the law.
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