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Director’s Column
As temperatures climb and school is
now out of session, I’m reminded of
care-free summer days when I got on
my bike and plied the streets and alleys

of the small town where I grew up.  My friends and I
rejoiced in our freedom – to explore, to play ball, and
yes, to sometimes get into trouble.  A child’s right of
passage.

What about kids today?  Do they have the same
opportunities to just be human beings at the
beginning stages of what hopefully will become long
and prosperous lives?  Are they able to walk or bike-
ride the neighborhoods that comprise their universe
without fear of predators?  Can they live non-
structured, non-scheduled days without the
intrusion of “helicopter” moms (and dads)?  Will they
have enough food to sustain their young, growing
bodies?

The answer to all these questions is………it depends.
It depends on those to whom young people should look
for their safety and security: their parents and other
adults.  Unfortunately, there may be some problems
children growing up today must simply learn to
accept, as the sheer force of societal changes
occurring at what seems warp speed is both the cause
and the effect.  Hunger should not be one of them.

Children not having enough to eat every day is an
indictment against the majority of adults with the
power to change this reality.   As adults, we should
take care that children in our communities are well-
fed, through personal intervention or the support of
local feeding and food assistance programs.  As adults,
we can make the “hard” choices and provide adequate
funding for childhood food and nutrition programs at
all levels of government at the expense of other
interests and weather the political lumps wherever
they may come.  As adults, we must insist that
national priorities place the welfare of our children
first and elect representatives who will carry out that
mandate.  Any and all of these measures are starting
points for grown-ups to take action.

Caring for children was once the shared responsibility
of adults.  We need to go back in time and start acting
our age.

Summer Food Update
The Office of Research, Nutrition, and Analysis, a part
of USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service recently
released a complete analysis of the PA Rural Area
Eligibility Pilot that took place in rural PA counties
during the summers of 2005 and 2006.  The purpose
of the pilot was to determine if lowering the Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP) site eligibility threshold
from 50 percent low-income students to 40 percent in
rural areas would garner increased participation rates.

Overall findings indicated that a 40 percent threshold
did, in fact, increase the number of sponsors and sites
in those geographic areas.  According to FNS data, 72
new sponsors started up rural sites during those two
summers.  Additionally, numerous pre-existing SFSP
sponsors took advantage of the lowered site eligibility
and added new sites, most of which would not have
been eligible without the reduced threshold.  Data
also indicated that the number of new SFSP sites
qualifying under the 40 percent threshold was higher
in 2006 (67 new sites) versus 2005 (40 new sites),
indicating that an extension of the PA pilot may have
yielded even more new sites in the following years.

Since the pilot only lasted two years, many sites that
qualified under the 40 percent threshold as an open-
site (qualifies based on geographic area, rather than
children enrolled) were required to either switch to an
enrolled site or do away with the program altogether.
Using data from the PA Department of Education, PA
Hunger Action estimated that 17 sponsors either
dropped a site or eliminated the SFSP completely in
2007, the summer following the PA rural pilot.  Even
though the PA pilot demonstrated that lowering site
eligibility garners increased participation among low-
income children, rural areas still face numerous chal-
lenges with the SFSP.  One key obstacle for rural SFSP
sponsors is transportation; the FNS study reported
that over 80 percent of children served came from
within a one-mile radius of the site.

Congressman Todd Platts [R-PA 19th District] has
introduced H.R. 2968 (the Summer Food Service Rural
Expansion Act), which is calling to make permanent
the summer food service pilot project for rural areas in
Pennsylvania and apply to rural areas of every state.  To
send a fax to your legislator encouraging them to join
Congressman Platts on this vital issue, visit the “Take
Action” section of our website at www.pahunger.org.
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