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Food Pantries Short of Food

New Executive Director Appointed

While many food pantries across PA report increased need for their services,
the supply of food has declined.  The major factor in this decline is a sharp
drop-off in federal commodities purchased by the USDA and made available
to states via The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP).  During 2001-
03 and again in 2005, Pennsylvania’s Department of Agriculture received
TEFAP commodities worth approximately $13 million.  But in 2006 the total
fell to $9 million and in the federal fiscal year that ended in September, fell
yet again to $6.5 million, half the usual level.

Senator Bob Casey, in a December 10th letter to President Bush, requested
the immediate release of $27 million in federal funds to purchase additional
food commodities.  “Escalating costs of home heating, gasoline, food, and
health care threaten to leave families hungry and in the cold.  In light of
these circumstances, I urge you to provide emergency assistance to help local
food banks and other programs meet the rising need this holiday season.”

Food pantry inventories suffered a second blow this fall due to a $750,000
cut in the State Food Purchase Program.  The short-sighted cut was requested
by Governor Rendell and enacted by the General Assembly in July.

Joseph Quattrocchi is the new
Executive Director of Hunger Action.
The Board of Directors announced
his appointment at its December
meeting in Harrisburg.  Currently
Quattrocchi serves as Vice President
for Community Impact with the United
Way of Lancaster County.  There he
has led community health and
human services planning, prep for a
county-wide information and
referral service, a capital campaign
and government relations.  He will
begin his new duties January 14th.

Apart from growing up in
Bucks County and completing
undergraduate and graduate degrees
at Penn State University, Quattrocchi
has lived and worked in central
Pennsylvania.  He began his career as
an ombudsman in the Shapp
Administration. Subsequent positions
included refugee assistance with
Tressler Lutheran and management

roles with Tri-County Catholic Social
Services, Tri-County Easter Seal
Society and the United Way of York
County.  Quattrocchi also worked as
a consultant, including a stint with
the Central PA Food Bank.

“I’m energized
and motivated
by the opportu-
nity to be part
of making posi-
tive change,”
Q u a t t r o c c h i

told the Board.   “And I don’t accept
hunger in a country as prosperous as
ours.  That’s why I have sought this
position.”

Janet Ney, who chaired the search
committee, said many strong

applicants had expressed interest in
the position.  “Joe’s professionalism,
experience, and passion for the cause
made him a clear choice for us; we
are expecting great things as he leads
us into the future.”

The Board also selected Tim Whelan
as its new President and Ann Foor as
its new Vice-President.  Whelan, who
formerly led the Central PA Food Bank
and currently serves as Vice
President for Community Impact at
the United Way of the Capital
Region, accepted his new
responsibility with these words:  “I
am honored by this opportunity to
serve Hunger Action and I will work
diligently to keep the Center as a
strong voice for the hungry in our
state.”
















