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Most Pennsylvania Schools Don't Make the Grade 

 
HARRISBURG – February 5, 2010.  The Pennsylvania Hunger Action Center today released 
its annual “Pennsylvania School Breakfast Report Card”.   This report is a comprehensive 
statewide rating of school districts’ implementation of—and their students’ participation in – the 
federally-subsidized School Breakfast Program during the 2008-2009 school year.  The report 
utilizes four categories which convey a continuum of performance from school districts not 
participating at all to those with distinguished programs.  Hunger Action used PA Department of 
Education data in the production of this report. 
 
Findings from the analysis of this data indicate the vast majority of Pennsylvania school districts 
reach less than half their eligible, low-income students in serving the morning meal.  “With 
numerous studies underscoring the value of breakfast in terms of improved academic 
achievement and better overall health outcomes, outreach to ensure more needy students 
participate is imperative,” commented Joe Quattrocchi, Hunger Action Executive Director.      
 
The conclusions reached in Hunger Action’s 2009 report card are further supported by research 
conducted by the Food Research and Action Center, a Washington DC-based anti-hunger 
advocacy organization.  In their annual evaluation of school breakfast participation across the 
country, Pennsylvania lags behind all bordering states in making breakfast a regular part of the 
school day.  In fact, Pennsylvania ranks 39th nationally in providing breakfast to low-income 
students. 
 
With much room for improvement, Quattrocchi noted, “Until schools undertake a concerted 
effort to begin or to expand the School Breakfast Program the prospect of a bright tomorrow for 
all our children will remain an unachievable goal”. 
 
Highlights of the report within each of the four study categories follow.  (For a list of all school 
districts and their performance, as well as access to the national study, go to 
www.pahunger.org.) 
 
About the Pennsylvania Hunger Action Center 
As the statewide leader in anti-hunger advocacy for more than thirty years, the Pennsylvania 
Hunger Action Center works every day for the day when all Pennsylvanians will have access to 
enough nutritious food for an active and healthy life.  Beyond federal and state advocacy around 
food and nutrition programs, Hunger Action provides Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (formerly the Food Stamp Program) outreach, as well as School Breakfast and 
Summer Feeding outreach.  For more information, please visit our website at 
www.pahunger.org.  
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Star Performers 
 

Making Breakfast a Regular Part of the School Day 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Moving Up 
 

Growing Breakfast Programs Last Year 
 
 
 

 



Improvement Needed 
 

Lots of Need—Few Breakfasts Served 
 
 
 

 



Failing the Children 
 

No Breakfast Despite the Need 
 
 

 
 

* Started Breakfast Program in School Year 2009-10.  
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