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Most Pennsylvania Schools Don't Make the Grade

HARRISBURG - February 5, 2010. The Pennsylvania Hunger Action Center today released
its annual “Pennsylvania School Breakfast Report Card”. This report is a comprehensive
statewide rating of school districts’ implementation of—and their students’ participation in — the
federally-subsidized School Breakfast Program during the 2008-2009 school year. The report
utilizes four categories which convey a continuum of performance from school districts not
participating at all to those with distinguished programs. Hunger Action used PA Department of
Education data in the production of this report.

Findings from the analysis of this data indicate the vast majority of Pennsylvania school districts
reach less than half their eligible, low-income students in serving the morning meal. “With
numerous studies underscoring the value of breakfast in terms of improved academic
achievement and better overall health outcomes, outreach to ensure more needy students
participate is imperative,” commented Joe Quattrocchi, Hunger Action Executive Director.

The conclusions reached in Hunger Action’s 2009 report card are further supported by research
conducted by the Food Research and Action Center, a Washington DC-based anti-hunger
advocacy organization. In their annual evaluation of school breakfast participation across the
country, Pennsylvania lags behind all bordering states in making breakfast a regular part of the
school day. In fact, Pennsylvania ranks 39" nationally in providing breakfast to low-income
students.

With much room for improvement, Quattrocchi noted, “Until schools undertake a concerted
effort to begin or to expand the School Breakfast Program the prospect of a bright tomorrow for
all our children will remain an unachievable goal”.

Highlights of the report within each of the four study categories follow. (For a list of all school
districts and their performance, as well as access to the national study, go to
www.pahunger.org.)

About the Pennsylvania Hunger Action Center

As the statewide leader in anti-hunger advocacy for more than thirty years, the Pennsylvania
Hunger Action Center works every day for the day when all Pennsylvanians will have access to
enough nutritious food for an active and healthy life. Beyond federal and state advocacy around
food and nutrition programs, Hunger Action provides Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (formerly the Food Stamp Program) outreach, as well as School Breakfast and
Summer Feeding outreach. For more information, please visit our website at
www.pahunger.org.




Star Performers

Making Breakfast a Regular Part of the School Day

# Low- 00 Low- SBP to |% LI Students | Low-Income
Income Income NSLP | Participating | SBF to N&LP
County School District Students | Students Ratio in 5BF Ratio
Beaver mMIDLAND BOROUGH =D 238 67 4 881 765 871
Mercer FARRELL AREA S0 786 221 2h3 778 8973
Indiana HOMER-CENTER &0 408 430 807 675 778
Ilercer REYMOLDE 50 531 417 766 725 767
Beaver ALICUIPRL 50 821 204 1.4 B0.A 746
Al legheny CORMELL =0 ey hEh 655 LR 742
Beaver WESTERM BEAVER OO 5D 335 41.0 674 504 687
Cauphin STEELTOM-HIGHSFIRE SD 804 683 651 528 666
Cauphin HARRISBURG ATY SO 7342 870 644 532 659
Fotter GALETON AREA 5D 226 77 Eo4 695 80K
Indiana FURCHASE LIME =D E97 E43 579 5G4 665
Westmoreland |JEANMETTE CITY =D 712 TR BTG R49 5.2
Cambria CONEMALIGH VALLEY 5D 418 42 4 EG5 49 5 734
Bradford TOWANDA AREA SD 7 427 EGS 545 637
Al legh eny sT0-ROX =0 8914 653 hE3 h3d hE B
Clarion LNION &[0 252 447 43 hBE 625
Somerset COMEMALIGH TWP AREA 5D 389 371 523 530 6502
Greene WEST GREEME =D 404 452 R20 45 6h4




Moving Up

Growing Breakfast Programs Last Year

# Low- 07-08 | 08-09 |% Change

Student | Income | LISBP | LI SBP | LI SBP
County school Distnict Body Students ADP ADP ADP
Al legheny =OUTH FAYETTE TWP SD 2,254 266 2 15 6500
Chester KEMMETT COMSOLIDATED 5D 4206 1,365 79 325 34
Chester DOWNINGTOWMN AREA SD 11,063 505 11 36 2273
Bucks QUAKERTOWN COMMUNITY S0 4 062 804 2 6 2000
Berks HAMELRG AREA 5D 2,534 67% 5G 152 171.4
Berks ERAMDYWINE HEIGHTS AREA 5D 1,788 254 11 28 1545
Lehigh FARKLAND S0 2824 857 an 76 1h3.3
Cumberland BlIG SPRING =0 2527 625 76 150 1500
Lan caster MAMHEIN TWE S0 5 G617 B840 81 225 1473
hontgomery FOTTSEROVE S0 3 055 815 a7 185 1241
on tgomery |IFFER MORELAMD TWE 5D 3,081 EOE 448 108 1208
Lebanon FALNTYRA AREA S0 2,962 333 6 13 1167
MMon tgomery W SSAHICKON 50 3,020 315 10 2 1100
Lan caster EPHRATA AREA S0 4 003 800 g7 135 1075
Al legheny T LEEANON SD 1,853 144 5 10 1000
Del aware =PRIMNGHELD =D 3,154 277 14 13 a33
Delaware HAVERFORD TWP S0 5,545 450 16 28 750
Lehigh EAST FEMM =0 Ta15 275 65 118 o
Lycoming WILLLAMSPORT AREA 5D 5,537 3,198 697 1,154 656
Celaware WALLINGFORD-SWARTHMORE 5D 3,525 354 45 a0 633
Uefferson EROCKWAY AREA 5D 1,078 415 a7 108 612
Adams LIFFER ADAMS 2D 1,792 621 63 105 603
Del aware CHESTER-LIFLAMD =0 3565 2651 672 1,065 E7E
Lancaster AR CE S0 4 305 F02 75 115 E13
Cauphin DERRY TWiF =0 3,561 374 34 51 500
Bucks FENMEELIRY =0 10,433 1,386 170 256 OO




Improvement Needed

Lots of Need—Few Breakfasts Served



Failing the Children

No Breakfast Despite the Need

* Started Breakfast Program in School Year 2009-10.
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